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IN THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1.-20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (New) An optical disk device comprising: 

an interface which communicates with an external device; 

a flag control section which turns on a flag when the interface receives an 
identification signal from the external device, the identification signal indicating that the 
external device is an audio playback device; 

a reading section which reads information from an optical disc by applying a laser 
beam to the optical disk; and 

a control section which performs control for enabling reading of data from the optical 

disk: 

i) when the flag is on, and the optical disk is determined to be a CD subjected 
to measures for ripping, based on information read from table of contents (TOC) data 
recorded in a radially innermost portion of the optical disk, 

ii) when the flag is on, and the optical disk is determined to be a CD other than 
the CD subjected to measures for ripping, based on information read from TOC data, and 

iii) when the flag is off, and the optical disk is determined to be the CD other 
than the CD subjected to measures for ripping, and 

the control section which performs control for disabling reading of data from the 
optical disk: 

iv) when the flag is off, and the optical disk is determined to be the CD 
subjected to measures for ripping. 
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22. (New) A method for controlling an optical disk device comprising: 

turning on a flag in a memory area when the optical disk device has received an 

identification signal from an external device via an interface, the identification signal 

indicating that the external device is an audio playback device; and 

performing control when applying a laser beam to the optical disk to read information 

therefrom, 

said performing control including performing control for enabling reading of data 
from the optical disk: 

i) when the flag is on, and the optical disk is determined to be a CD subjected 
to measures for ripping, based on information read from table of contents (TOC) data 
recorded in a radially innermost portion of the optical disk, 

ii) when the flag is on, and the optical disk is determined to be a CD other than 
the CD subjected to measures for ripping, based on information read from TOC data, and 

iii) when the flag is off,' and the optical disk is determined to be the CD other 
than the CD subjected to measures for ripping, and 

said performing control including performing control for disabling reading of data 
from the optical disk: 

iv) when the flag is off, and the optical disk is determined to be the CD 
subjected to measures for ripping. 
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